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Grace Presbyterian Church              September 19, 2021 

Psalm 102, Mark 9:30-37, Daniel 6 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

“How to live in Exile: The Importance of Prayer” 

 

We come to our sixth and final sermon on the book of Daniel. I hope you 

have appreciated spending a couple of months with Daniel. We have been 

able to get to know him a little bit, as we do with Bible characters of all 

kinds, and contemporary people now of all kinds. The Bible is full of people 

with whom we can spend time to learn God’s ways and receive God’s 

wonderful resources.  

 

Daniel was an amazing person who went through very difficult times. He 

was forcibly removed from his homeland. He was likely forced to enter the 

government’s civil service training programme. (1:3) He was placed on 

death row for no crime that he committed, but trusted the Lord there. 

(2:14ff) He seemed to have avoided bitterness and grumpiness, even in the 

political climate of the day, which is quite something to say in any age or 

season. What was his secret? Chapter six answers this question. 

 

We pick up the story, now over sixty-six years since the beginning of the 

book of Daniel with the prophet now a senior citizen, likely in his 80s. 

Daniel had served under Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar and now Darius, 

although there were likely at least four other kings under which he served in 

the historical gap between chapters 4 and 5. He had had a long career in the 

civil service. He didn’t go looking for promotion or advantage. He was not a 

politician as we see in this highly contested federal election we are currently 

experiencing. He trusted the Lord. He trusted Him during his training. He 

trusted God with his diet, but he didn’t trust in his vegetarianism, he trusted 

the God who taught what it means to be clean in his eating, not taking up the 

meats and rich foods that the king preferred. He rose to the crisis occasions 

that confronted him. He interpreted two dreams and a vision. And if you 

read the rest of the book of Daniel, you will note that dreams and visions 

continue as a major theme. Daniel trusted God in the midst of the crises in 

his life. You and I are called to do the same.  We will all give an account to 

God for what we have done with our lives. What is the fruit of your life? 

What legacy are you leaving behind? How have you furthered the Gospel of 

our Lord Jesus Christ? How have you sought to help the worldwide mission 

to proclaim the Gospel to those who have never heard of Jesus? In this time, 
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we must refocus on the Mission Jesus left us in His Great Commission. We 

need His larger perspective when we are bogged down with pandemic and 

denominational disputes. We are accountable to Him first and last. 

 

We want to look forward to the commendation of “good and faithful 

servant” from Jesus…but we also need to know how to invest our talents 

appropriately and not just hide them in the ground out of fear. We need to 

learn from Daniel who knew how to address the most difficult challenges 

with grace and truth. He wasn’t afraid even to address the spiritual pride of 

the top leader of the land, not once with Nebuchadnezzar but again with the 

equivalent of his grandson Belshazzar. And now he serves Darius (6:1) 

 

We hear that Daniel is once again promoted above his peers. Darius appoints 

120 satraps, we’d call them “provincial premiers” over the provinces. Daniel 

is placed over them, because he “distinguishes himself among the 

administrators.” How does he do that? Scripture simply says there were  

“excellent qualities” (NIV) about him or a “spirit of excellence” (ESV) on 

him. (v. 3) Was he competitive? Was he seeking to move up the ranks? We 

don’t know, but we certainly don’t see self-promotion. God is with him. He 

is disciplined. And apparently that is what the book teaches us. There really 

was no other reason for him to advance in his later years beyond all the other 

government officials. When you are wondering in your work if you are 

advancing like you would want or not, I recommend praying about it, 

praying with believing friends. The promotion may or may not come about. 

God knows. 

 

Sometimes when you are advanced to a very high position, others do not like 

it. Such promotions come with greater responsibilities and the greater 

possibility of those under you not liking your decisions. Some will simply 

not like you. At the beginning of my ministry in the 1980s, I always used to 

think everybody likes me. I quickly learned that was not true. I also learned I 

can’t make people like me. I hope the politicians are learning that during this 

election, but we will see. Daniel has several high up government officials 

underneath him that don’t like him. But unlike most of us, they couldn’t find 

a single thing in his life to spring against him. They couldn’t find any dirt. 

Apparently he always drove at the speed limit, obeyed all the controversial 

bylaws and faithfully paid his taxes without audits. Daniel was known to be 

“trustworthy, and neither corrupt nor negligent” in everything or anything. 

(v. 4) If you want to please God, excel in these areas. You may or may not 

get promoted, but you will please God and that is your ultimate report. 
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So since they couldn’t accuse Daniel of something bad he had done, they 

had to resort to making some part of his spiritual life illegal. (v. 5) What 

were they to do? I’m sure they thought about closing down or torching the 

local synagogue, that might of worked. But they didn’t. It had to be personal. 

How could they get Daniel to break the law, when he wasn’t a lawbreaker? 

He was upright and righteous even in Babylon, can you imagine? 

 

So they decided to make his prayers illegal. These plotters against him knew 

he prayed three times a day, on his knees to his God. (v.10) So they go to 

King Darius, and say to him how great he is. He doesn’t disagree. For Darius 

too has learned from neither Nebuchadnezzar’s nor Belshazzar’s pride and 

rebellion against God. And these plotters suggest a law that will make 

praying to Darius the only legal prayers for the next thirty days. (vv. 6-9) 

Sounds good to the king, doesn’t it? What could go wrong? The notion of 

the divine king goes through many cultures and kingdoms throughout 

history. Of course, you have to ask yourself if Darius knew about Daniel’s 

faith or even thought about Daniel, who was in the three person inner 

cabinet if not prime minister himself. But he didn’t. So he signs this 30 day 

spiritual declaration into law, with the strange, terrorist, torturous penalty of 

being thrown into a cage with a wild animal that will hurt you and eat you. 

 

And as we learned from Esther once the law of the Medes and Persians is 

written down it is irrevocable. (Esther 8:8) Darius had no idea that the whole 

point of this law was to trap Daniel, who appears later to be a friend of the 

king. The whole point was to throw Daniel to the lions. The reader knows 

this and shutters, at least the first time you read it or hear it. 

 

Daniel reads about the new law (v.10) and carries on with his regular 

routine. Did Daniel not understand that he was putting himself at risk, his 

very life? He could’ve drawn the curtains during his prayer times, couldn’t 

he? What is clear about this is that prayer was core to who Daniel was. It 

was the heart and soul of who he was. He wasn’t going to stop because of a 

crazy law. He wasn’t going to stop because his life was on the line. He 

didn’t fear the terror, he trusted God. So he did what he always did.  

 

So it didn’t take long for the plotters to accuse Daniel of praying to God, not 

Darius. (vv.11-14) They could see that Darius was taken aback by the 

accusation against one of his inner cabinet members. So they remind him 

that he can’t change the law even if he wants to. (v. 15) 
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He arrests Daniel and puts him in the lion’s den. But then with a pang of 

conscience says to him, “May your God whom you continually serve, rescue 

you!” (v. 16) He is then sealed in the tomb with a rock and the king sealed it 

with his signet ring in wax. (v. 17) Does this remind you of anything? I was 

reminded of Jesus being placed in the tomb, a rock rolled over the entrance 

and a wax seal placed there so that no one could accuse anyone else of 

rescuing him. (Matthew 27:66) Daniel is like Christ awaiting the rescue of 

resurrection. Daniel faced the death penalty in chapter 2, and the Lord 

rescued him. His friends faced being fried to death in a furnace and they 

were rescued in the next chapter. Now Daniel faces death again, a painful 

horrible death. What would you have done? Would you have promised to 

stop praying to your God for 30 days? It’s only a month, after all. 

 

King Darius meanwhile is likely reviewing the events of the day and his 

poor performance. He fasts. He abstains from his regular entertainment. He 

doesn’t sleep much. (v. 18) He runs out to the lion’s den at daybreak, 

wondering if it could have become a tomb for Daniel. (v. 19) 

 

When he gets to the lions’ den, he yells out a well-rehearsed question. 

“Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve 

continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?” (v. 20) He is hoping to 

get an answer, anything, but preferably one from a healthy human being 

called Daniel. 

 

Daniel answers the king, first of all saying, “O king, live forever!” Now I’m 

not sure how I would feel about the guy who passed the law and ordered my 

arrest to be tortured to death. I wouldn’t be as positive as Daniel, wishing the 

king good health and a long life first of all. But Daniel does so. 

 

“My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions.” (v. 22) Now 

I’m sure animal lovers everywhere want to know that this has been done in 

the most humane of ways, but Daniel is just excited to tell the king he is 

okay, more than okay. And Daniel is bold enough to tell the king why he is 

okay. “The lions have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in God’s 

sight.” Daniel had a profound sense of knowing God’s decree matters more 

than human decrees. Simple as that. Oh that our politicians would know that 

in these days. Oh that we would know that in these days. 
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Daniel is not only bold enough to tell the king why God had spared him, but 

he was also bold enough to tell the king that he had never done any wrong to 

Darius. (v. 22c) The king was overjoyed. (v. 23) There wasn’t even a scratch 

on Daniel. It reminds me of Daniel’s friends coming out of the furnace, and 

they and their clothes don’t even smell of smoke. Miracles. The secret? 

Daniel trusted God in prayer. (v. 23) How about us? Are we motivated to 

pray, to care more about what God thinks and tells us than all the important 

other important things in our lives? The key take away from this story of 

deliverance is that Daniel prayed. Even a death threat was not going to keep 

him from his prayers, morning, noon and night.  What keeps us from our 

prayers? What distracts us? 

 

And what keeps us from trusting God? What fears do you harbor in these 

days? Personal ones? Family ones? Grace Church ones? Other ones? Give 

them to the Lord. Write them down. Let Him deal with them. At least let 

Him talk to you about them. 

 

We know that the plotters, the other government officials who accused 

Daniel were put to death with their families in the manner in which they 

suggested Daniel be killed. (v. 24) The lions were likely quite happy. It was 

a kind of “natural justice” that the accusers got what they wanted Daniel to 

get. 

 

And the king finally praises God, decreeing, “that in every part of my 

kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel.” (v. 26) 

 For he is the living god 

 And he endures forever; 

 His kingdom will not be destroyed,  

 His dominion will never end. 

 He rescues and he saves; 

 He performs signs and wonders 

 In the heavens and on the earth. 

He has rescued Daniel 

 From the power of the lions. (vv. 27-28) 

So Daniel prospered during Darius’ reign and into Cyrus’ reign. 

 

How do we follow Daniel? We hang out with the One he hung out with. We 

spend time with the Lord. In the end, what the Lord does through us is what 

lasts. In the end, it is God’s perspective that lasts and gives us value. 

Sometimes we think it is all about saying faithful prayers. But we can also 
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sing the hymns and worship songs of the faith privately, just before God. 

That too is prayer. So if you say to yourself you don’t know how to pray, 

take up a hymn book or a worship song music book and you offer your 

prayers in that way. You don’t even have to sing them. There are many ways 

to faithfully follow the Lord but they all take time and energy and desire. 

Read the book of Daniel out loud before the Lord or simply read out loud 

another book or portion of Scripture. Read the Psalms out loud, they are all 

prayers. That’s another way to pray, to offer yourself, your time, your 

perspective, your relationship to God back to the Lord Himself. Do so 

creatively today and forever. 

 

Let us pray. 


